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Penicillin Allergy 101 
10% OF THE US POPULATION REPORTS A PENICILLIN 

ALLERGY, BUT ONLY 1% ARE ACTUALLY ALLERGIC! ~ 
A penicillin allergy 
label is a big deal! 

Associated with: 
• More side effects and secondary 

infections 
• Higher rates of antibiotic 

resistance 
• Longer hospital stays 
• Higher healthcare costs 

Common reasons 
for (mis)labeling: 

• Viral or benign rashes (non­
urticarial or eczematous) 

• Mild side effects (isolated 
headache, nausea, diarrhea) 

• Misconception that family history 
is associated with increased risk 
of penicillin allergy 

How a drug allergy actually presents: 
• Immediate reactivity (within the first few doses of medication) 
• History of prior exposure to a penicillin-based medication 
• Urticarial rash (found in 90% of reactions) 
• Complete resolution of symptoms within 24-48 hours of stopping medication 
• other system involvement (respiratory or GI distress) 

Consider the history before you label! 
When in doubt, refer to an allergist to help sort things out! 

Interested in learning more through a 15 minute educational module? Email: vdimitriades@ucdavis.edu 
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Medical Legal Disclaimer: 

Welcome to the UC Davis Health, Department of Pediatrics, Clinical Practice Guidelines 
Website. All health and health-related information contained within the Site is intended chiefly 
for use as a resource by the Department’s clinical staff and trainees in the course and scope of 
their approved functions/activities (although it may be accessible by others via the internet). 
This Site is not intended to be used as a substitute for the exercise of independent professional 
judgment. These clinical pathways are intended to be a guide for practitioners and may need to be 
adapted for each specific patient based on the practitioner’s professional judgment, consideration of 
any unique circumstances, the needs of each patient and their family, and/or the availability of various 
resources at the health care institution where the patient is located. Efforts are made to ensure that the 
material within this Site is accurate and timely but is provided without warranty for quality or accuracy. 
The Regents of the University of California; University of California, Davis; University of California, Davis, 
Health nor any other contributing author is responsible for any errors or omissions in any information 
provided or the results obtained from the use of such information. Some pages within this Site, for the 
convenience of users, are linked to or may refer to websites not managed by UC Davis Health. UC Davis 
Health does not control or take responsibility for the content of these websites, and the views and 
opinions of the documents in this Site do not imply endorsement or credibility of the service, 
information or product offered through the linked sites by UC Davis Health. UC Davis Health 
provides limited personal permission to use the Site. This Site is limited in that you may not: 

• Use, download or print material from this site for commercial use such as selling, 
creating course packets, or posting information on another website. 

• Change or delete propriety notices from material downloaded or printed from it. · Post 
or transmit any unlawful, threatening, libelous, defamatory, obscene, scandalous, 
inflammatory, pornographic, or profane material, any propriety information belonging 
to others or any material that could be deemed as or encourage criminal activity, give 
rise to civil liability, or otherwise violate the law. 

• Use the Site in a manner contrary to any applicable law. 
You should assume that everything you see or read on this Site is copyrighted by University of 
California or others unless otherwise noted. You may download information from this Site as long as 
it is not used for commercial purposes, and you retain the proprietary notices. You may not use, modify, 
make multiple copies, or distribute or transmit the contents of this Site for public or commercial 
purposes without the express consent of UC Davis Health. 
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